T

State of Connecticut

SENATE
STATE CAPITOL
HARTFORD, CONNECTICUT 06106-1591
SENATOR TON! BOUCHER ASSISTANT MINORITY LEADER
TWENTY-SIXTH SENATE DISTRICT
RANKING MEMBER
LEGISLATIVE OFFICE BUILDING TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE
ROOM 3701 SELECT COMMITTEE ON CHILDREN
HARTFORD, CT 081061591
CAPITOL: (860) 240-0485
TOLL FREE: (800) 842-1421 MEMBER
FAX: {860) 240-0036 EDUCATION COMMITTEE

E-mail; Toni,Boucher@cga.cl.gov FINANCE, REVENUE AND BONDING COMMITTEE

February 13, 2009

e Chairman Thomas Colapietro, Chairman Jim Shapiro, Ranking Member Kevin Witkos,
Ranking Member Penny Bacchiochi and other distinguished Members of the Joint
Committee on General Law

Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony in support of SB 313, An Act
Concerning the Liquor Control Act and Local Options Concerning Package and
Grocery Store Beer Sales.

There is ambiguity and inconsistency in Cotinecticut’ s general statuites Tegarding How a
town can change their liquor ordinance. One section of the statute states the only role of
the town electorate is what goes in the petition requesting a ballot question; however,
another section indicates that the ballot must offer the electorate three options: aliow no
liquor, allow some liquor or allow all liquor. The General Assembly needs to clarify the
proper ballot language when towns vote on a change to their liquor ordinance.

Cutrently, the town of Wilton’s liquor ordinance permits the sell of alcohol in restaurants
only, but does not allow the sale.in retail stores. Many residents of Wilton would like to
vote on changing the liquor ordinance; however, the discrepancy in the general statutes
has caused a problem with the ballot language. The Secretary of State has recommended
we change the general statutes to clarify this issue and remove the current ambiguity.

Thank you for your consideration of this proposal.

Sincerely,
%

Toni Boucher

State Senator
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